Sirenomelia associated with a "vanishing twin".
A case is presented of twin gestation in which one gestational sac was completely resorbed and the remaining twin was subsequently found to be sirenomelic. First-trimester prenatal ultrasound examination demonstrated a second gestational sac that disappeared 2 weeks later. The sonographic features that led to the diagnosis of sirenomelia in the remaining fetus included severe renal dysgenesis, persistently apposed lower extremities, and absence of fibulae. Postmortem examination, including angiographic studies of the fetus, revealed caudal dysgenesis and a single umbilical artery that arose from the abdominal aorta. Sirenomelia occurs more frequently in twin gestations than in singletons. This case suggests that the association between twinning and sirenomelia may be greater than is currently recognized. Two hypotheses are given to explain this association.